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FREIGHT NETWORK REFORM 
Grievance 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [9.59 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  I 
want to bring to the attention of the minister and the House some of the developments involving the freight 
network reform that this Government has embarked upon over the past couple of years.  I also bring to the 
minister’s attention and seek her advice and comments on the front-page story of the Canning Times Community 
newspaper on October 21-27 under the headline “Senator backs off”.   

The story relates to the ongoing debates about how freight reform is conducted in this State; how to deliver a 
freight network system that makes the best use of our road infrastructure; how the Government has taken notice 
of the importance of the social and urban infrastructure and community landscapes through which those roads 
must pass; how the Government has taken notice of the importance of rail to the State’s freight load effort; and 
how the Government has taken notice of the importance of changing the patterns of freight movement behaviour, 
including the logistics of freight management in the State.   

My particular focus on all those aspects is to draw the attention of the House and the minister to the fact that all 
these elements of the freight load converge through the southern region of metropolitan Perth and in particular 
through my electorate.  Leach Highway, South Street, Roe Highway and the freight rail line all run through my 
electorate as east-west corridors.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  It sounds like a great place to live with all those transport options.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is a fantastic place to live.  The member for Peel is absolutely right.  The Government has 
been able to improve and develop the schools in the area, and many sporting and community facilities are also 
available.  That is why a good number of people choose to live in that community.  The community deserves 
changes to be made to the way the freight load is managed in those districts.  That is the challenge.   

As I said, I draw the minister’s attention to this front-page story of the Canning Times Community newspaper.  
The article reports that the commonwealth roads minister has now committed the federal Government to 
continue its contributory funding for Roe Highway stages 6 and 7.  For the benefit of members who do not 
know, stage 6 runs from Nicholson Road to South Street.  The suburbs of Parkwood and Willetton are on the 
northern side of that.  Stage 7 runs from South Street through to the Kwinana Freeway, which is very close to 
where the freight rail line crosses the freeway near Thompson Lake and just south of Leeming.  The minister is 
aware that the debate around that funding has been highly contentious.  I have been absolutely appalled by the 
approach taken by some members of the Cities of Melville and Canning and the SOS lobby group which, rather 
than Save Our Suburbs, will be known as “Sink Our Suburbs” if its propositions are ever seriously listened to.  
Those groups have been advocating that the federal Government withhold funding for the construction of Roe 
Highway to the freeway unless the State Government stops its proposal to delete the road reserve for Roe 
Highway stage 8 through Bibra Lake, west of the freeway.  Anybody with any sense and knowledge will be 
aware that that has never been the Government’s proposition.  That proposal has never been on the books.  I am 
appalled that those groups continue to confuse and muddy the waters for cheap political gain.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  They are not very happy with you.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member for Hillarys said he would contribute to the Liberal Party campaign in Riverton.  
He had better start now because I understand from the reports in The West Australian that the survey of the 
electorate in which members of the public were asked to identify a photograph of the Leader of the Opposition 
has produced a recognition response of zero.  The member must contribute more money to the campaign to have 
any chance.  I encourage him to get out the chequebook and keep writing the cheques.   

Disregarding that silly interjection from the member for Hillarys, I return to the statements I have made in my 
electorate that focus on developing the six-point strategy for freight reform in the whole of the south 
metropolitan area and particularly in my district of Riverton.  I draw to the minister’s attention that at a local 
level the Local Impacts Committee will move through the south metropolitan region to look at the types of 
reforms that can be made to roads to make them more efficient and safer and have a lesser impact on local 
communities.   

In my view, we must give attention to a couple of matters.  We must demonstrate to the community how the 
freight reform process will involve them at a local level.  There are opportunities in my district, including 
increasing the number of amber warning lights on Leach Highway in particular, installing protective noise 
barriers in appropriate places, reducing the speed limit to 70 kilometres per hour and installing school-focused 
bus bays.  Those types of improvements are small, local improvements that will make a real difference to 
people’s lives.  They will demonstrate that Leach Highway, which has been a major freight route for more than 
40 years, can be retro-fitted.  In spite of the very high concentration of urban development around it, we can 
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manage reform.  I ask the minister to seriously consider the very localised traffic reforms and road management 
issues that we can implement to make improvements to local communities.   

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.06 am]:  I thank the member 
for his grievance and I recognise the excellent and constructive work that the member has done as chair of the 
Local Impacts Committee.  It is always a challenge to contest old paradigms and to move forward on a new 
course of action.  Of course, that will come up against much opposition as people struggle to come to terms with 
the new approach and the new way of thinking.   

The Government took the view - it has received a lot of support among transport planners for it - that we could 
not continue with the old predict and provide model of transport planning.  The notion that if we continue as is 
with the projected growth in our economy, the growth in demand for transport will be X and, therefore, we will 
need to continue to expand the road surface by X, in order to accommodate a particular level of service, is 
neither a creative nor sustainable way of dealing with the growth in the provision of transport services.   

The member referred to the six-point plan that was developed from the freight congress, which takes a broad 
focus.  It considered ways in which we can reduce the transport task by the nature of land use planning decisions.  
It considered ways to get better use out of the existing infrastructure by implementing better logistical 
arrangements.  It also considered how we can make better use of modalities of transport other than road transport 
by ensuring that our vastly underutilised rail freight network has an increased share of the task; that is, it is 
transferred back to it.  There will always be an ongoing demand for the provision of roads but those roads must 
be strategically constructed; they should not destroy existing fabric, create havoc for communities and basically 
increase the already very high level of automobile dependence.   

The State Government was very pleased that the federal Government finally crossed over the line by the end of 
last week and agreed to provide funding for Roe Highway stage 7.  As the member rightly said, Save Our 
Suburbs ran a very ill-conceived campaign.  Interestingly, 99 per cent of its committee members are either 
current or former members of the Liberal and National Parties or their staff.  That campaign was aimed at getting 
the federal Government to stop funding for Roe Highway stage 7 unless we made some commitments regarding 
road reserves.  Unfortunately, I do not think the Commonwealth really understood what the road reserves it was 
talking about were.  When we sought clarification, it became obvious that the Commonwealth had no 
understanding of what the Fremantle eastern bypass was and what Roe Highway stage 8 was.  It was a bit of a 
blancmange.  However, we have been able to reassure the Commonwealth that we have no plans to remove the 
reservation for Roe Highway stage 8.   
We are quite happy to go to the next election with the coalition campaigning to build this road.  We look forward 
to the coalition’s campaign and will be interested to see what Hon Simon O’Brien particularly says this time 
round, because last time he said that this road would and should never be built, blah, blah, blah.  Now that Roe 
Highway stage 8 is an issue on which there is a clear division between the Government and the Opposition, we 
urge the Opposition to go forward and make it a big election campaign issue.  We will also be interested to see 
how the Opposition will fund its promise to build it in the next term and satisfy the Environmental Protection 
Authority.  We know that the Opposition is madly promising roads all over the State - another roadfest is 
planned.  However, we assure the Opposition that we will be carefully monitoring its unsubstantiated 
expenditure promises.   
It must be recognised that much more work needs to be done in providing better levels of amenity for those 
people who live along these major freight roads.  We are trying to address this problem in a long-term sense by 
reducing the amount of incompatible development that is allowed on major freight routes.  Nevertheless, we 
must take the world as we find it.  Although we are confident, from all our research, that the deletion of the 
Fremantle eastern bypass will not lead to any increased truck traffic on Leach Highway, all our work indicates 
that the noise levels are very high on Leach Highway, and that creates problems for those residents.  We have 
been doing work across the metropolitan area to identify which residential areas are enduring very high noise 
levels.  Quite clearly, the area of Leach Highway between Albany Highway and the Kwinana Freeway is one of 
the vulnerable groups.   
With the member for Riverton’s involvement, we are setting up a number of demonstration projects so that we 
can test what will work.  We can make a commitment now to the introduction of bus bays, for example, outside 
Rossmoyne Senior High School.  That will improve road safety.  The member’s representations on that matter 
have been very useful.  We are also committing to some demonstration noise walls.  They will cost us in the 
order of $300 per square metre.  However, we need to determine the best place to use them.  The efficacy of 
those walls will then be tested.  We will also need to test the retro-fitting of noise attenuation devices such as 
double glazing.  We will select a site to test that.  This will be part of a testing program. 
Further to the member’s submissions, we are also prepared to take on board a test of changing the speed zone 
between Bull Creek Drive and the Shelley Bridge, which is currently an 80 kilometres an hour zone.  We will 
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ascertain the impact on noise and safety by reducing the speed limit.  We will undertake a series of measures.  
Hopefully, a proper program will be developed by the end of this year that can be put in place in the first half of 
next year. 

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


